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in the Claims: 

1. (Cancelled). 

2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Currently Amended) The fixation element as claimed in cJaim 4^ [[2 J] comprising at least 
two of such sealing members which arc axially spaced from each other. 

4. (Currently Amended) A fixation element for an implantable microphone, wherein the 
fixation element comprises an essentially cylindrical portion adapted to be inserted into a 
bore which crosse s a wa l l of the auditory canal of a u&er. said Qvlind rical portion, at le^st i n 
an im planted state of the fixation element having an axial length correstX)nding to the axial 
length of said bore, and surrounding an outer circumfe renti al portion pf^ housing part of the 
microphone, which housing part is provided with a sound receivi ng member, wherein said 
cylindrical portion includes at least one elastic region of inc reased diameter that is located at 
least in an intermediate region of its axi al length, said elastic region contacting, in the 
im planted state of the fixation element- a wall of said ho re at least in an intermediate region 
pf its axial length and providing- bv elastic restoring forces, for a fiicti on which is mifficientlv 
high to fix s aid cylindrical portion in at least one of the two axial directions of said bOfg; 
wherein said region of increased diameter is defined bv at least one sealing member which is 
adapted to sealtnglv contact the wall of the bore UDon said cylindrical portion having hem 
inserted into the bore: and The flotation element as claimed in claim 2> wherein the restoring 
forces of the at least one sealing member are sufficient to prevent movement of the fixation 
element towards the side of the wall of the auditory canal remote from the skin of the 
auditory canaL 

5. (Original) The fixation element as claimed in claim 4, wherein the outCT circumference of 
the at least one sealing member^ when disposed outside of said bore, is larger than the inner 
circumference of said bore. 
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6. (Cuirently Amended) A fixatiog element for an implajQt^lic microphone, wh^rgin thg 
fixation element comprises an e^senrially cylindrical p nrrion adapted to be inserted into_a 
\H}Te which crosses a wall oftbe auditory canal of a user, s aid cvlindpcal portion, at least in 
an implanted state of t he fixation element having an axial lenpth corresponding tO the axial 
length of said bore, and surroundinff an o TitfflT ^I'TCMr^fea'g***!^* portion of a housing part of the 
micfoohone, which housing part is provided with a sound receiving member, wherein S flid 
cylindrical portion includes at least one elastic region of increased diameter that is located at 
least in an intermedia te region of its axial lenpth. said elastic reeion contacting, in the 
imnlanted state of the fixation ele m ent, a wall of said bore at least in an intermediate region 
of its axial length and pr oviding, bv elastic restoring forces, for a fiiction which is ?yuflRffientlY 
hi gh to fix said cvlindrical portion in at least one of the two axial directions of gflid borcl 
wherein said region of increased diameter is defined bv at least One sealing member whigh is 
adapted to sealin^ly contact the w all of the bore upon said cylindrical portiott having b^n 
inserted into the bore: and The fixation clement as claimed in eloim 2, wherein the at least 
one sealing member is a sealing lip. 

7. (Previously Presented) A fixation element for an implantable microphone, wherein the 
fixation element comprises an essentially cylindrical portion adapted to be inserted into a 
bore which crosses a wall of the auditory canal of a user, said cylindrical portion, at least in 
an implanted state of the fixation element surrounding an outer circumferential portion of a 
housing part of the microphone, which housing part is provided with a sound receiving 
member, wherein said cylindrical portion includes at least one elastic region of increased 
diameter* said elastic region contacting, in the implanted state of the fixation element, a wall 
of said bore and providing, by elastic restoring forces, for a friction which is sufficiently high 
to fix said cylindrical portion in at least one of the two axial directions of said bore; wherein 
said region of increased diameter is defined by at least one sealing lip which is adapted to 
sealingly contact the wall of the bore upon said cylindrical portion having been inserted into 
the bore; and wherein the at least one sealing lip is adapted to fold in the direction of the side 
remote firom the skin of the auditory canal when the cylindrical portion is inserted into the 
bore. 
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8. (Previously Presented) A fixation element for an implantable microphone, wherein the 
fixation element comprises an essentially cylindrical portion adapted to be inserted into a 
bore which crosses a wall of the auditory canal of a user, said cylindrical portion, at least in 
an implanted state of the fixation element surrounding an outer circumferential portion of a 
housing part of the microphone, which housing part is provided with a sound receiving 
member, wherein said cyh'ndrical portion includes at least one elastic region of increased 
diameter, said elastic region contacting, in the implanted state of the fixation element, a wall 
of said bore and providing, by elastic restoring forces, for a fiiction which is sufficiently high 
to fix said cylindrical portion in at least one of the two axial directions of said bore; wherein 
said region of increased diameter in defined by at least one sealing member which is adapted 
to sealingly contact the wall of the bore upon said cylindrical portion having been inserted 
into the bore; and wherein the at least one sealing member, at the side thereof facing the skin 
of the auditory canal, is tapered towards the skin of the auditory canal. 

9. (Currently Amended) The fixation element as claimed in claim 4x {[3,]1 wherein a first one 
of s aid scaling mcmbcr» -ig fiirther comprising a sealing flange disposed at the end of the 
cylindrical portion which, in the implanted state, faces the skin of the auditory canal aod 
which is loc a ted at an en d of the cyU n drigfll pgrtiPn frftt i$ opposite sai4 glOS^ CTd pQltiQy>> 

10. (Cancelled). 

11. (Currently Amended) The fixation element as claimed in claim 4 [[2,]] wherein the 
cylindrical portion is connected to a closed en d portion having a flange portion of increased 
diameter, said flange portion, in the implanted state, contacting the side of the waU of the 
auditory canal remote from the skin of the auditory canaL 

12. (Withdrawn; Currenfly Amended) The fixation element as claimed in claim 4^ [[1 J] 
wherein the cylindrical portion ia provided; - in a central region thereof, with the at least one 
sealinp member cotyiprises a circumfeientiaUy extending bulging which, in the implanted 
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state of the fixation element, is adapted to engage a correspondingly circumferentially 
extending recess in the wall of the bore. 

1 3. (Withdrawn) The fixation element as claimed in claim 12, wherein the engagement of the 
bulging with the recess provides for fixation of the microphone. 

14. (Withdrawn) The fixation element as claimed in claim 12, wherein the bulging is bead- 
shaped. 

15. (Withdrami) The fixation element as c:laimed in claim 12, wherein the cyluidrical portion 
is connected to a flange portion which is adapted to contact, in the implanted state, the side of 
the wall of the auditory canal remote fiom the skin of the auditory canal. 

16. (Currently Amended; Withdrawn) The fixation element as claimed in claim 11, wherein 
the cylindrical portion is provided at eae an end thereof that is opposite said closed end 
portion with a circumferentially extending, elastic, lip member which, in the implanted state 
of the fixation element, is adapted to rest in a chamfer provided at the end of the bore facing 
the skin of the auditory canal, the lip member being structured so that elastic restoring forces 
acting thereon are suflScient to prevent the fixation element fix)m movmg in the direction of 
the side of the wall of the a:uditory canal which is remote fi-om the skin of the auditory canal. 

17. (Withdrawn) The fixation element as claimed in claim 16, wherein the lip member 
projects rearwardly with respect to the direction of introduction of the cylindrical portion into 
the bore. 

18. (Withdrawn) The fixation element as claimed in claim 17, wherein the outer diameter of 
the cylindrical portion is reduced in the region adjacent to the lip member to facilitate folding 
back of the lip member during introduction into the bore. 
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19. (Currently Amended; Withdrawn) The fixation element as clabned in clmm 16, wherein 
the cylindrioQl portion ia provided at the other end thereof with wherein ih^ ploS^d end 
p ortion comprises a flange member which, in the implanted state, contacts the side of the wall 
of the auditory canal which is remote from the skin of the auditory canaU 

20- (Withdrawn) The fixation element as claimed in claim 1 9, wherein the cylindrical portion 
is defined by a sleeve portion of a fixing member, and wherein a stud of a main member is 
adapted to be inserted into said sleeve portion, said stud enclosing the housing part which is 
provided with the sound receiving member. 

21. (Withdrawn) The fixation element as claimed in claim 20, wherein the fixing member is 
designed for introduction into the bore from the side remote from the wall of the auditory 
canal. 

22. (Withdrawn) The fixation clement as claimed in claim 20, wherein the inner diameter of 
the sleeve portion increases in the direction of both ends of the sleeve portion. 

23. (Withdrawn) The fixation element as claimed in claim 22, wherein the inner side of the 
sleeve portion is conical at both end regions thereof. 

24. (Withdrawn) The fixation element as claimed in claim 23, wherein the conical regions 
meet each other in the central region of the sleeve portion. 

25. (Withdrawn) The fixation element as claimed in claim 20, wherein the fixing member is 
reinforced by a circumferentially extending elastic angle member which extends in both the 
sleeve portion and the flange member. 

26-60- (Cancelled) 
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